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A Semantic Analysis of the Causal Relationship between
Nasab and Lughub in Qur’an: A Critique of the Assumption of
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KEYWORDS ABSTRACT

Nasab, This study aims to provide a semantic analysis of the key Qur’anic terms nasab and lughtib
Lughiib, and to clarify the relationship between them within the broader critique of the assumption
Synonymy in the Qur’an, of synonymy in Qur’anic vocabulary, with particular reference to verse 35 of Siirat Fatir:
Qur’anic Semantics. “la yamassuna fiha nasabun wa-la yamassuna fiha lughtib.” Although these two terms may

initially appear synonymous, theoretical discussions concerning the critique of synonymy
in linguistics and Qur’anic studies underscore the necessity of identifying subtle semantic
distinctions between them. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and drawing upon
classical lexicons, exegetical sources, and Qur’anic usage, this study examines the
etymology, semantic fields, and contextual applications of both terms. The findings
indicate that nasab denotes hardship, toil, and exertion, whereas lughiib refers to
weakness, weariness, and fatigue. The semantic analysis further demonstrates the
existence of a causal relationship between the two concepts, whereby lughtib (weariness
and exhaustion) emerges as the direct consequence of nasab (hardship and exertion). This
semantic distinction challenges the assumption of complete synonymy between the two
terms and highlights the importance of interpreting each lexical item within its specific
Qur’anic context. In addition, thae study evaluates several Persian translations of the verse
in light of these findings. The analysis shows that although most translators have
accurately rendered nasab as “hardship” or “toil,” the translation of lughtb exhibits
greater variation and, in many cases, inadequately conveys its precise meaning of
weakness or fatigue and its causal relationship with hardship. The study therefore
emphasizes the critical importance of lexical precision in Qurianic interpretation and
translation, demonstrating that careful differentiation between closely related terms is
essential for achieving a deeper understanding of the sacred text and for producing more
accurate translations.
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